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Department of Medicine, Division of Diabetes, Endocrinology and Metabolism 
Section of Investigative Science

PhD Studentship in Obesity research

Payment of Home/EU Fees 
and a stipend of £17,500 approx per annum for 3 years

Commencing March 2012

Applications are invited for a 3-year PhD studentship to work in the Section of Investigative Science within the Faculty of Medicine of Imperial College London at the Hammersmith Campus.  The project will be on Determining the pathways by which protein regulates appetite.  The successful applicants will be joining an internationally-renowned research group, within one of the world’s top research universities. The division has an excellent publication record in top rated research journals and is well funded from a number of different sources, including grants recently awarded by the Wellcome Trust, the MRC, the BBSRC and the Technology Strategy Board. 

The research group takes a multidisciplinary approach to study of appetite regulation and possible avenues for the treatment of obesity, one of the major killers in the western world.  

The successful candidate will use a variety of physiological and pharmacological techniques to investigate the metabolic and hormonal pathways by which protein regulates appetite.  Establishing how appetite is controlled will allow the identification of new targets for the development of therapies to cure obesity and Type II diabetes. This studentship will involve collaboration with a food science industrial partner.  

Full training will be given in all applicable techniques. The student will have the opportunity to discuss the exact title and nature of the project with the supervisor to suit their interests and to incorporate recent advances in these exciting areas.

It is departmental policy that students publish their data and present it at international meetings.

The academic supervisor is Dr Kevin Murphy (http://www1.imperial.ac.uk/medicine/people/k.g.murphy).  Applicants must have or expect to have obtained at least a 2:1 in a relevant subject class degree from a UK University or the overseas equivalent in a relevant area of biochemistry, genetics, biotechnology or cell biology. In addition a Master’s degree is preferable but not essential.  Applicants must also meet Imperial College’s English language requirements – further details can be found at http://www3.imperial.ac.uk/registry/admissions/pgenglish.

In order to be eligible for a Studentship award, students must satisfy the usual eligibility criteria, including adequate academic qualifications and UK residence.   Overseas students should be able to demonstrate adequate financial support to cover the difference between the home/EU fee and the overseas fee.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Enquiries and fully applications including an up-to-date curriculum vitae, the names and addresses of two academic referees, should be sent to Dr Kevin Murphy, Section of Investigative Medicine, 6th Floor Commonwealth Building, Imperial College Hammersmith Campus, Du Cane Road, London, W12 0NN (fax: 020 8383 3142; email:  k.g.murphy@imperial.ac.uk). 

Closing date: 30 January 2012
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