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Guidance for students on publication of research

Students will often publish their research in academic journals.  The following statement is designed to inform students about their rights and responsibilities in publishing:

Intellectual Property

It is unusual for students to own the IP developed during their research, as it will invariably fall under one of the categories set out below in the College’s IP statement:

Where students generate IP in the course of their study or research they will own that IP in their own right unless one of the following applies:

(i)	they hold a sponsored studentship under which the sponsor has a claim on the arising IP; or
(ii)	they participate in a research programme wherein the arising IP is committed to the sponsor of the research; or
(iii)	they generate IP which builds upon existing IP generated by, or is jointly invented with College Employees or Associates; or
(iv)	they are, or have the status of, College Employee (in which case they are treated by College and the law as employees).

In situations (iii) and (iv) above, students will be required to assign that IP to College, and in respect of revenue generated by that IP, the student will be treated on the same basis as College Employees under the Reward to Inventors Scheme.


Publication of Research

To avoid confusion, students should consult their supervisor before submitting any manuscript for publication, even if they believe themselves to own the IP; premature or misleading publication of data could hinder patent applications or damage the College’s reputation. 


Authorship Rules

Irrespective of IP ownership, all journal articles must adhere to The Vancouver Protocol, the internationally-recognised standard for determining authorship.  It states that in order to be credited as an author, each author must have been involved in all three of the: 

1.  Conception and design, or analysis and interpretation of data
2.  Drafting the article or revising it critically for important intellectual content
3.  Final approval of the version to be published. 

Where the IP is owned by the College or supervisor, the supervisor must be given the opportunity to contribute under points 2 and 3.  Sole authorship by a student will be highly unusual.

Where College rules are broken, the incident will be investigated under research misconduct rules as detailed at http://www3.imperial.ac.uk/secretariat/governance/charterandstatutes/d17 


By undertaking a research project within the College, you are agreeing to adhere to its publication policy.  Where you are in any doubt, speak to your supervisor first.  If you cannot resolve matters in this way, please contact your DPS via the Department’s PG Administrator.

