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Centre for Haematology 

Department of Medicine 

 4-year PhD studentship in Experimental Haematology
Payment of Home/EU Fees and a stipend of £18,870 approx per annum for 4 years

Myeloma is an incurable blood cancer. Targeting of the proteasome, a molecular machine that degrades misfolded proteins, induces myeloma cell death.  Although most patients initially respond to proteasome inhibitors, eventually all develop resistance to them  and the disease returns.

Our expertise is on proteasome biology in the context of multiple myeloma. We aim to interfere with proteasome function in more effective ways than classical proteasome inhibitors do, with the long-term goal of trying to prevent drug resistance from emerging. To this end, we have identified novel compounds –called ‘cPE inhibitors’– which bind a different region of the proteasome. cPE inhibitors by themselves are toxic to Myeloma cancer cells, just as standard proteasome inhibitors are. The studentship will investigate cPE inhibitors’ mechanism-of-action.
PhD training: The PhD student will be engaged in multidisciplinary research in Dr Maurits Kleijnen’s (main academic supervisor) and Prof. Anastasios Karadimitris’ (second academic supervisor) laboratories. The student will obtain broad training in proteasome biology, basic molecular and cell biology, use of the myeloma xenograft mouse and yeast S. cerevisiae model systems, haematology, cancer biology and stem cell biology.

Applicants must have a first or upper second class degree from a UK University or the overseas equivalent in a relevant area of biochemistry, cell biology, genetics, or biotechnology. In addition, a Masters degree is preferable but not essential. Experience in biochemistry, cell biology, molecular biology and cell culture techniques is a major advantage. Applicants must also meet Imperial College’s English language requirements – further details can be found at http://www3.imperial.ac.uk/registry/admissions/pgenglish
This studentship is open to both home/EU and overseas students. It includes payment of home/EU fees and an annual stipend of approximately £18,870. Overseas students should be able to demonstrate adequate financial support to cover the difference between the home/EU fee and the overseas fee. 

Enquiries and full applications, consisting of a full CV, supporting letter and the contact details of two academic referees, should be sent to Dr Maurits Kleijnen (m.kleijnen@imperial.ac.uk).
Deadline: Friday 10 February 2012
